[Clinical features and outcomes of mechanically ventilated patients with acute respiratory failure during treatment with immunosuppressive drugs].
We examined clinical features and outcomes of mechanically ventilated patient (n = 11) retrospectively who had developed acute respiratory failure during treatments with immunosuppressive drugs. The mean APACHE II score was 22.6, and the mean lung injury score was 2.9. In eight patients chest X-ray and computed tomography showed interstitial pneumonia. Fungus and/or cytomegalovirus were isolated most often from patients with interstitial pneumonia. Observed mortality (72.7%) was significantly (P < 0.001) higher than predicted mortality (45.1%) in the APACHE II score. Patients, who were complicated with septic shock caused by fungus infection, showed poor mortality. These results suggest that the fungus and cytomegalovirus infections might be associated with poor prognosis in patients with acute respiratory failure during treatment with immunosuppressive drugs.